[image: image1.wmf]Reading and Writing Climatograms


                   Name: 

Background:

A biome is a group of ecosystems identified and named for a characteristic vegetation type. The predominant vegetation is strongly influenced by climatic conditions such as temperature and precipitation. A diagram of mean annual temperature versus mean annual precipitation can show how biomes and climates differ. 
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Use the diagram and the mean annual temperature and precipitation listed in the table to name the biome. Realize that there are not sharp boundaries between biomes and that one biome gradually changes into another as you change mean temperatures or precipitation.

	PRIVATE
Mean Temperature
	Mean precipitation
	Probable biome at this location

	-2°
	60 cm
	


	25°
	300 cm
	


	15°
	200 cm
	


	25°
	80 cm
	


	-10°
	25 cm
	


	25°
	25 cm
	


	10°
	200 cm
	


	10°
	60 cm
	


	10°
	80 cm
	



In this section you are given temperature and precipitation data for three biomes found in North America. (Note that chart precipitation is in mm and graph precipitation is in cm, you will have to convert)
You will first use the data to draw the climatograms for each of the three biomes on a separate sheet of graph paper. Use a red pencil to draw a line graph for the temperature data. Use a blue pencil to draw a bar graph for the precipitation data. Then you will use the climatograms to deduce information about the biomes.

Finally you will label each climatogram with the name of the North American biome to which it corresponds.

DATA: (Temperature in oC ; Precipitation in mm)
	PRIVATE

	BIOME A
(altitude: 83 m)
	BIOME B
(altitude:330 m)
	BIOME C
(altitude:280 m)

	
	Temp
	Precip
	Temp 
	Precip
	Temp 
	Precip

	JAN
	26.7
	262.0
	10.4
	18.0
	-6.0
	76.0

	FEB
	26.9
	196.0
	12.5
	21.0
	-5.6
	65.0

	MAR
	26.7
	254.0
	15.8
	17.0
	-0.7
	72.0

	APR
	26.7
	269.0
	20.4
	8.0
	6.6
	78.0

	MAY
	26.4
	305.0
	25.0
	3.0
	12.3
	75.0

	JUN
	25.8
	234.0
	29.8
	3.0
	18.2
	81.0

	JUL
	25.3
	224.0
	32.9
	20.0
	20.5
	81.0

	AUG
	26.1
	183.0
	31.7
	29.0
	19.7
	73.0

	SEPT
	26.7
	150.0
	29.1
	18.0
	15.7
	79.0

	OCT
	26.7
	175.0
	22.3
	11.0
	9.9
	74.0

	NOV
	27.2
	183.0
	15.0
	13.0
	3.1
	83.0

	DEC
	26.7
	264.0
	11.4
	21.0
	-3.6
	87.0




BIOME A






BIOME B
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BIOME C


DISCUSSION:

For each of the following statements :

a. state which biome best fits the description; and, 

b. explain why you chose that biome.

1. Lies closest to the equator.



Biome(s):

WHY:

2. Lies furthest from the equator.


Biome(s):

WHY:

3. Has seasonal changes in temperature.







       Biome(s):

       WHY:

4. Has the longest growing season.

Biome(s):

WHY:

5. Has the highest annual precipitation.
Biome(s):

WHY:

6. Has a measurable snowfall.

Biome(s):

WHY:

Biomes in the Media
Can you name a film, book or play set in each of the following biomes: 

	Biome
	Media Title (Movie/book/play)
	Predominant flora/producers found in the media
	Predominant fauna/consumers found in the media

	Desert


	
	
	

	Grassland


	
	
	

	Rainforest


	
	
	

	Deciduous (temperate) Forest


	
	
	

	Coniferous (boreal/taiga) Forest


	
	
	

	Tundra


	
	
	

	Polar


	
	
	

	Coral Reef


	
	
	

	Abyss
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