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Nova DVD: Cracking the Code of Life
1.  ____________________  What are the scientists in the presentation examining and 

                                                interpreting?

2.  ____________________  What message did the first organism pass down?

3.  ____________________  What four letters in the alphabet are used as symbols for the 

                                                bases of DNA? 

4.  ____________________  In terms of percentage, how genetically are human babies 

                                               with one another?

5.  ____True or False______ The human genome is really a parts list.

6.  ____________________  What organ in the human body does Tay Sachs disease 

                                               destroy?

7.  ____________________  For a child to become sick from Tay Sachs disease, from 

                                               how many parents must the child inherit the gene?
8.  ____________________  What major decisions occur in the triage unit of a hospital?

*

9.  ____________________  How much did MIT’s (Massachusetts Institute of 

                                               Technology) DNA purifying machine cost?

10. ____True or False_____  The government put the information gathered by the 

                                               government scientists in books available to the public.

11. ____________________ On what continent is the ancestry of all human’s found?

12. ____________________ In terms of percentage, how close is a human genes to a 

                                               banana?

13. ____True or False_____  Individuals and companies are patenting parts of the human 

                                               genome.

14. ____________________ What organ is especially attacked by Cystic Fibrosis (CF)?

*
15. ____True or False_____ When you look in the mirror, you see DNA.
16. ____________________ Genes and genetic information is one-dimensional.  How 

                                               many are needed to describe proteins?

17. ____________________ What do genes make?

18. ____________________ How many genes do we now believe humans have?

19. _____True or False_____ Humans might have one million (1,000,000) protein 

                                                variations.

20. ____________________  What kind of hats did the employees of Celera first wear?
21. ____________________  Who originally settled the country of Iceland?

*

22. ___________________  Two cancers, ovarian and ________________ seem to be 

                                               linked.

23. ____True or False_____ A change in the DNA sequence is called a(n) manipulation.

24. ____True or False_____  One-half of the genes in your body are not yours.

25. ____________________ What is the shape of a DNA molecule?

