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AP Biology Syllabus & Guidelines         Dr. Parrott  2014-15 

1. Class begins at the bell.  Students should be sitting quietly in their seats, and prepared to begin before the bell rings.  "Prepared" 

means biology books open, functional pens or sharpened pencils in hand and all other non-biology books underneath the desk. 

Notebooks and colored pencils should be brought to class at all times unless otherwise directed. Any student not in their seat when 

the bell rings is tardy and will be handled accordingly. 

 

2. Students are expected to complete all textbook readings that correspond to lecture prior to class. It is the responsibility of the student 

to ask questions when they do not understand, to do extra research if necessary to understand general biology concepts (as 

satisfactory understand of said concepts are a prerequisite for this course) and to keep up with all assignments. 

 

3. Any assignments due in class, should be turned in to the appropriate spot before the bell rings.  Any assignments not turned in at 

the start of class will be considered late.  Late assignments are assessed a 20% penalty for each day they are late. Students are 

encouraged to email electronic assignments to Dr. Parrott, a day before due date, in order to minimize technical difficulties. 

 

4. Students are expected to maintain an 8.5X11” 3-5 subject spiral interactive notebook with neat, chronological notes, all handouts, 

lab reports and assignments. Class notes should be formatted as instructed by Dr. Parrott, and will be spot-checked periodically. 

 

5. If a student is absent from class, it is the student's responsibility to find out what assignments they have missed or have been 

collected.  They can ask a peer, or consult the AP Blog  http://lakesideblogs.com/aparrott/ap-biology/   Any assignments due on the 

date of an absence, are due upon return to school. If the student is present at school, but not in class the day an assignment is due, it 

is still their responsibility to submit it to Dr. Parrott on that day. Due to the intense preparation involved, students that have not 

completed any missed labs, within three days of the lab will receive a zero for that lab. 

 

6. Make up work will not be permitted, as students should be handing in assignments when assigned.  Late work for a unit will only 

be accepted for 5 days following its due date and for a late grade, or until the test for that chapter—whichever occurs first. 

 

Academic Honesty 

It is expected in my class that students will adhere to the highest levels of academic honesty. Any occurrence of dishonesty will result in 

an immediate zero for the assignment or test, and a call home. Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to: 

1) Plagiarism, or the copying of another persons work with out due credit. 

-copying someone’s or allowing someone to copy your homework, class work, or lab in part or in full 

-copying work from the internet, and claiming it as your own. 

-improper citation of references, to claim work as your own. 

2) Cheating on tests or quizzes includes (but is not limited to): 

-looking at another students paper for answers. 

-having answers written on anything (including desks) before a test or quiz. 

-trading test forms with other students prior to taking a test. 

-unauthorized access and distribution of test/quiz items prior to, during or after test. 

-talking, texting, or any form of communication during a test, quiz, or any type of exam.  

 

As this is a college preparatory science course, students will be treated as, and expected to perform as responsible young adults. Grades 

are calculated using a point system.  Students can expect to earn approximately 1000 points per semester, however this total varies from 

year to year and semester to semester depending on the needs and performance of students.  The grading scale is as follows: 

Letter Grade Numerical Score Likely AP Exam Score Assessment 

A 90-100% 4-5 Excellent 

B 80-89% 3-4 Good 

C 71-79% 2-3 Fair 

D 70% 1-2 Passing 

F <70% 1 Failing 

 

Please take the time to sign and return the following statements: 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- 

I have read, understood and will abide by the AP Biology Classroom Guidelines as explained to me by Dr. Parrott. 

 

  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

       (Student's Signature) / Date/ Email (Please write legibly) 

I have read and understand what is expected of my child in Dr. Parrott's AP Biology class 

  

  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

       (Guardian's Signature) / Date /Email (Please write legibly) 

http://lakesideblogs.com/aparrott/ap-biology/


Dr. Parrott reserves the right to change the aforementioned if necessary 

Primary emphasis in an AP®  Biology course is to develop an understanding of the concepts rather than on 

memorizing terms and technical details. Essential to this conceptual understanding are the following: a grasp of 

science as a process rather than as an accumulation of facts; personal experience in scientific inquiry; 

recognition of unifying themes that integrate the major topics of biology; and application of biological 

knowledge and critical thinking to environmental and social concerns.  

 

The revised AP® Biology course addresses this challenge by shifting from a traditional “content coverage” 

model of instruction to one that focuses on enduring, conceptual understandings and the content that supports 

them. This approach will enable students to spend less time on factual recall and more time on inquiry-based 

learning of essential concepts, and will help them develop the reasoning skills necessary to engage in the 

science practices used throughout their study of AP Biology. 

 

The AP®  Biology Examination continues to emphasize the concepts and themes of biology. Less weight is 

placed on specific facts than on the "big ideas" that tie them together. AP Biology defines a theme as an 

overarching feature of biology that applies throughout the curriculum. For example, the theme of energy 

transfer helps students connect topics as diverse as cellular respiration and ecosystem dynamics. Concepts are 

the key ideas, restricted in scope to a certain topic. Themes cut across the topics.  

 

Students are encouraged to visit the College Board links to learn more about Advanced Placement Biology 

course at AP Biology College Board Homepage,  AP Biology Course Description, AP Biology Curriculum 

Framework and AP Biology Big Ideas and Learning Objectives. 

 

Students will be expected to have mastered the “basics” of biology, as this is a second year biology course. This 

course will focus on the applications of biological concepts, and students will be expected to demonstrate their 

understanding of those applications through detailed laboratories, and projects completed outside of class. This 

course requires commitment, discipline, attention to detail, dedication and the willingness to accept and act on 

constructive criticism.  

 

The course textbook is Neil A. Campbell and Jane B. Reese’s Biology, 8th Edition. We will be using the 

textbook as a supplemental reference to lecture notes, and the CD-ROM as test review and remediation. 

 

The main goals of the AP Biology course at LHS are to: 

 help students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology  

 help students gain an appreciation & excitement for science as a process and biology as a discipline.  

 help students develop the study skills and strategies necessary to be successful at post secondary school 

studies 

 help students score a 4 or higher on the AP exam 

 

 

 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2117.html
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-biology-course-description.pdf
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/10b_2727_AP_Biology_CF_WEB_110128.pdf
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/10b_2727_AP_Biology_CF_WEB_110128.pdf
http://www.africangreyparrott.com/APBioStandards.pdf
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